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[bookmark: _Hlk214277688]MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
St. Gabriel Council Chambers │5035 Iberville Street, St. Gabriel LA 70776
Thursday, May 21, 20266:00 p.m.  
MINUTES
1. CALL TO ORDER – ROLL CALL – PRAYER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting of the Mayor and City Council was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Present:	Councilman William Cushenberry, Jr.
	Councilman Melvin Hasten, Sr.
	Councilman Jeffery Hayes, Sr
	Councilman Randall Johnson
	Councilman Hoza Redditt, Sr.
	
5 of 5 Council members were in attendance for a quorum. 

Presiding:	Lionel Johnson, Sr., Mayor 
[bookmark: _Hlk97645310]Recording:	Constance Barbin, City Clerk 

PRAYER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Johnson led with a prayer, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

2. PUBLIC COMMENT
· Ms. Susan Landry – B. P. Colored School repair status; COSG speed limit signs. 
· Mr. Charles Pouch – Flooding and drainage on Hwy. 74.
· Mr. Quinten Picard – Status of meeting between City and NWI.
· Ms. Chauncy Verrett – Proposed LSU Ag Center Audubon Sugar Institute becomes host site for summer student workers.
· Ms. Felicia Leo – Discussed her experience working at E. Iberville and the need for more staff and services.
3. MOTION TO APPROVE - To Approve and Adopt Minutes for Regular Meeting, dated April 16, 2026, and Special Meeting dated May 13, 2026

Motion to approve and adopt minutes from Regular Meeting, dated April 16, 2026, and Special Meeting dated May 13,, made by Hayes, seconded by Redditt.

4. PRESENTATION – Orbia (Stakeholder Updates) by Erick Comeaux, Plant Manager
2
Mr. Comeaux said that a variety of things have and are happening: 1st ever Iberville Day at the Capitol; most of the people enrolled their Orbia Empowerment Scholarship program are now graduating and being offered (and accepting) jobs ; 3rd installment of Annual Summer Gear Up Program beginning; continuing Educator Internships (2 interns).  Mr. Comeaux thanked COSG for working with Orbia. 

5. PRESENTATION – Quality Engineering Presentation on potential City of St. Gabriel Sports Complex and ATV Park

Jeff Diamond and Jason Landrum gave an update on where QE is in the concept planning of the purposed COSG Sports Complex and ATV Park. They have been tasked to create around a 42-acre 





sports complex that has multi-purpose fields. It will include a maintenance barn, restrooms/concession area and 700 parking spots. About 13 acres will be for ATV trails and a pond. It will include a large pavilion and playground area.


6. PRESENTATION – City Master Planning Presentation, Bret Keast, AICP, CEO and Owner of Kendig Keast Collaborative

Mr. Keast said that because this is city master planning it is a citizen driven process. They will need to talk to citizens, property owners and business owners to determine what are the needs of St. Gabriel for the next 20 years. They would start with kickoff meeting, then meet with councilmembers and, subsequently, schedule small group meetings with residents to identify issues, needs, concerns and things they would like to see in the future. Zoning regulations and ordinances would need to be updated and created. The plan would be a road map for future planning for the City and help with writing grants. They would also look for state and federal funding to help with the project.

7. INTRODUCTION – Proposed 2026 – 2027 fiscal year budget and ordinance by Mayor Johnson and Faulk and Winkler, LLC

Motion to set a Special Meeting on Proposed 2026 – 2027 fiscal year budget on Wednesday, June 3, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. made by Hasten, seconded by Cushenberry.

Motion to set a Public Hearing on Proposed 2026 – 2027 fiscal year budget on Thursday, June 18, 2026, made by Hasten, seconded by Johnson.

8. POLICE DEPARTMENT
a. Personnel Matters: Employment Ratification 
Employee: 		Hire Date:
Braylon Jones		3/20/26
Porcha Wilson		3/26/26

Motion by Cushenberry, seconded by Redditt, to ratify the hiring of Braylon Jones effective March 20, 2026, was approved.

Motion by Hasten, seconded by Johnson, to ratify the hiring of Porcha Wilson effective March 26, 2026, was approved.

b. Employment Application – Patrick Lawayne Stevenson, Jr.
N/A

Captain William said all PD staff who drive City vehicles have taken 3 hours of training – Basic Defensive Driving Principles and Advanced Defensive Driving.

9. MAYORS REPORT
· Mayor will either text or email informational packet to Councilmembers. 
· Mayor told Councilmen Cushenberry, Hasten, Hayes, Johnson and Redditt that it is a pleasure working with them and that what they did today, signing paperwork to purchase 18.37 acres of land with the express intention of building a grocery store in the City limits of St. Gabriel is monumental and historical.

10. ADJOURNMENT
On a unanimous motion, meeting was adjourned.





________________________________ 		______________________________
Constance Barbin, City Clerk				Lionel Johnson, Jr., Mayor
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