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[bookmark: _Hlk214277688]MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
St. Gabriel Council Chambers │5035 Iberville Street, St. Gabriel LA 70776
Thursday, June 18, 20266:00 p.m.  
MINUTES
1. CALL TO ORDER – ROLL CALL – PRAYER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting of the Mayor and City Council was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Present:	Councilman William Cushenberry, Jr.
	Councilman Jeffery Hayes, Sr
	Councilman Randall Johnson
	Councilman Hoza Redditt, Sr.
Absent:	Councilman Melvin Hasten, Sr.
	
4 of 5 Council members were in attendance for a quorum. 

Presiding:	Lionel Johnson, Sr., Mayor 
[bookmark: _Hlk97645310]Recording:	Constance Barbin, City Clerk 

PRAYER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Johnson led with a prayer, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

2. PUBLIC COMMENT
· Ms. Susan Landry –B. P. Colored School update requested. 
Mayor: Pre-bid meeting scheduled for Thursday, June 25th.
· Ms. Grace Marcell – Update on drainage efforts for St. Francis Ln and Besson Ln area requested.
Mayor: In final negotiation with property owner.
· Mr. Quinten Picard – Update on NWI nuisance noise.
Mayor: NWI has given a thorough response of their position. Meeting will be scheduled in 2 weeks.
3. MOTION TO APPROVE - To Approve and Adopt Minutes for Regular Meeting, dated May 21, 2026 and Special Meeting dated June 3, 2026

Motion to approve and adopt minutes from Regular Meeting, dated May 21, 2026 and Special Meeting dated June 3, 2026, made by Johnson, seconded by Hayes.

4. MOTION TO APPROVE – 2026-2027 Holiday Schedule
Motion to approve 2026 - 2027 Holiday Schedule made by Cushenberry, seconded by Redditt.

5. MOTION TO APPROVE – A Resolution to Adopt the adjusted millage rate (s) for the 2026 tax season

Motion to approve Resolution to Adopt the adjusted millage rate (s) for the 2026 tax season made by Johnson, seconded by Hayes.

6. MOTION TO BEGIN - A Public Hearing

a. [bookmark: _Hlk200694869]Proposed amendments of 2025-2026 Operating Budget and adopt 2026-2027 Financial Budget 
Motion to start a Public Hearing made by Hayes, seconded by Cushenberry.





7. MOTION TO END – A Public Hearing and Return to Regular Meeting

Motion to end a Public Hearing and Return to Regular Meeting made by Hayes, seconded by Redditt. 

8. MOTION TO APPROVE
a. Proposed amendments of 2025-2026 Operating Budget and adopt 2026-2027 Financial Budget
Motion made by Johnson, seconded by Hayes (unanimous second), to amend proposed 2026 - 2027 Operating Budget to add $150,000 for the establishment of fire department, EMS and hazmat services within the city limits.
ROLL CALL:
YEAS: [Cushenberry, Hayes, Johnson, Redditt]
ABSENT: [Hasten]
Motion made by Cushenberry, seconded by Redditt (unanimous second), to edit proposed 2026 - 2027 PD Operating Budget to reinstate the lieutenant and administrator positions and salaries and benefits for $150,000.
ROLL CALL:
YEAS: [Cushenberry, Hayes, Johnson, Redditt]
ABSENT: [Hasten] 

On a motion made by Hayes, seconded by Redditt (unanimous second), motion to approve proposed amendments of 2025 - 2026 Operating Budget and adopt 2026 - 2027 Financial Budget with amendments
ROLL CALL:
YEAS: [Cushenberry, Hayes, Johnson, Redditt]
ABSENT: [Hasten]

9. POLICE DEPARTMENT
a. Employment Application – Kyler Pierre
N/A

b. Employment Application – Dakota Fagan
motion to begin employment application process made by Cushenberry, seconded by Johnson.

c. Chief Ambeau: Need policy change requiring reimbursement from officers should they leave the force before completing 2 years of employment; issues with PD building.

10. MAYORS REPORT
· Working to make clarifications regarding overtime and exempt & nonexempt personnel City wide;
· Working on leave process.  
· Standardizing hiring process
· Contract/onboarding new officers
· Invited Council to meet with Associated Grocers on Tuesday morning.
· Councilman Redditt spearheading Juneteenth Celebration, in co-sponsorship with St. Gabriel Buffalo Soldiers. Begins tomorrow at 5:00 and ends at 9:00.
· Recognized and thanked Councilman Johnson who helped co-host Environmental Justice meeting this week
· Monday with the Mayor scheduled for next Monday, 6/22/2026, 6:30 p.m. at Community Center.
· Summer employment initiative is going well; to date, 53 employed with a possible addition of 6 or seven more.
· Add Resolution of condolences to family of Ms. Delores Bess Grace to next agenda.
· Making plans for 4th of July and American’s 250th anniversary celebrations. Celebration on Friday, July 3rd. 
· State of the City and Employee Recognition for years of service Saturday, July 4th.
· Tailgating will start at 2:00 and fireworks at 9 on the 4th.
· Revised holiday schedule – staff will work 7/3 and be off 7/6. 
· Michael Gilyea, with Enterprise Fleet Management, stated he has been working the Mayor, Ms. Hall and the Chief to put together a program for the city for the upcoming fiscal year.

11. ADJOURNMENT
On a unanimous motion, meeting was adjourned.
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